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Church Council  
Church Council meets Sunday, January 6th, 

following service.   

 

Ladies’ Guild 
Ladies’ Guild meets on Thursday, January 3rd, 

at 7:00 PM at the church.    

 

Voters’ Meeting 
There will be a Voters’ Meeting after church on 

Sunday, January 20, 2019.  Officer election and 

budget adoption are on the agenda. 

 

Potluck 
There will be a potluck following service on 

Sunday, January 20.  Please bring a dish to pass. 

 

Thank You 
Thank you to Sharon Klinger and to all who 

helped for doing such a beautiful job of 

decorating the church for Christmas. 

 

Thank You 
Thank to all who bought gifts that helped to 

provide a Christmas for the needy children.  

Thank you to Roger and Diane Sholl  for 

delivering the gifts to the school. 

 

Epiphany's significance 
The church season of Epiphany begins on 

January 6 each year. The name comes from the 

Greek word epiphaneia, meaning “to appear, to 

show or to manifest.” The ending date of the 

Epiphany season is determined by Ash 

Wednesday, which is determined by the date of 

Easter.  

 

Traditionally, Epiphany Day marks the arrival of 

the Magi, or wise men, to worship the infant 

Jesus. The significance of Epiphany for 

Christians is that it symbolizes the first 

recognition of Christ by Gentiles, or non-Jews. 

 

The season of Epiphany emphasizes the divine 

nature of Jesus, the light of the world. Symbols 

for the season include light, a star and the color 

green, which represents life, growth, hope and 

eternity. 

 

 
 

Pastor Al Muck 

751 N. Maple Grove Ave. 

Hudson, MI  49247 

517-448-6271 



 
 

 

John Boehk—upcoming surgery 

Pastor Gatz—recovery from broken hip 

Janice Curtis—treatments for her face 

Gloria Spencer—health issues 

Duane Peterson—recovery from surgery  

Donna Klinger—healing from back surgery 

Susan Miller—removed half of foot 

Mike Sanborn—brain injury 

Helen Meyer—diabetic control & health issues  

Slim Shaffer—continued healing cellulitis, 

amputated half of foot 

 

Eve Klinger—healthy pregnancy  

Grayson Rupley—sensory disorder 

Margaret Runnells—broken leg complications 

and cancer  

Allison Stickel—health & anxiety issues 

Jim—dementia  

Diane Jackson—blood clots  

Pat Waldfogel—knee problems 

Kathy Swanson—tests for cancer 
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Lessons in wise faith 
“The Magi teach us true faith,” said Martin Luther. Given the obstacles they encountered, we would 

understand if they had given up altogether!  

 

First, the travelers were “off the mark,” coming to Jerusalem to seek a newborn king in a “royal 

palace.” Then, directed to Bethlehem, the wise men found a sight “so utterly out of keeping with a 

king” — a poor young woman and child, in a “poor hut” — that one might expect them to head straight 

home. “But,” declares Luther, “with a great, strong and full faith they ... follow the word of the prophet 

and the witness of the star in all purity of heart,” bowing to worship and honor the Savior. 

 

—Based on Luther’s sermon for the Festival of the Epiphany (1522), Luther’s Works 

 

 

 

 

Reading resolutions 
Every January, many Christians resolve to read the entire Bible in one year. That’s a worthy goal, but 

God doesn’t require us to read a certain number of verses or chapters per day. Instead, he tells us to 

simply be in his Word — and thus be with him — so he can grow our faith, light our path and assure us 

of his love and forgiveness. God’s Word is a precious gift, but we need to “unwrap” it!  

 

F.B. Meyer offers this helpful advice for a new year of discovering (and rediscovering!) Scripture: 

“Read the Bible, not as a newspaper, but as a home letter. If a cluster of heavenly fruit hangs within 

reach, gather it. If a promise lies upon the page as a blank check, cash it. If a prayer is recorded, 

appropriate it and launch it as a feathered arrow from the bow of your desire. If an example of holiness 

gleams before you, ask God to do as much for you. If the truth is revealed … entreat that its brilliance 

may ever irradiate … your life.” 



 

“6And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at 

the day of Jesus Christ.”    Philippians 1:6 

As the apostle Paul brings encouragement to the Philippians, while sitting in prison, he is thankful 

for their partnership in the gospel, continuing to encourage them in the faith. He reminds them that 

as a partner in the gospel, God is not finished with the work He is doing to, and through, them. 

The work that Paul is referring to is know as sanctification. A big theological term but can be 

easily defined as spiritual growth that leads to the living of a holy life. While living a holy life is 

not something we can attain in this earthly life, the Holy Spirit helps us to live a life that is more 

pleasing to God. 

The beginning of a new year is often spent in reflection of the year that has passed and the desire 

to make the coming year better than the one which came before. A good place to begin is asking 

yourself, “How did the Holy Spirit work in me during 2018 to lead a more holy life?” Are you able 

to point to situations/experiences that strengthened your faith? In what ways was your faith tested 

and challenged in 2018? Did those tests and challenges cause your faith to grow or maybe shrink 

a little? Once you have given those questions some thought, it’s time to think about 2019. Are 

there steps that you need to take to allow the Holy Spirit to build your faith? Some suggestions 

would be to begin a regular devotion time. Perhaps setting a goal of attending worship 6 more 

times during the year or whatever frequency you decide. Another means would be to attend Sunday 

morning Bible class on a regular basis. What are some opportunities where I can serve the church 

or help the community? These all are ways that God continues the good work in you. 

As we reflect, as a congregation, in ways that God continues His good work in us, we can see His 

hand in so many ways: 

1. The parsonage underwent a major transformation as the house was cleaned, painting 

throughout, new carpet and tile flooring, new draperies. All done to begin our outreach to 

the families of Hudson. 

2. ToolTime , our monthly programming for families, was begun in September at the Family 

Life Center, aka the parsonage. 

3. MOPS, Mother of Preschoolers began meeting at the Family Life Center 

4. Expanded our Easter Egg event. 

5. Partnered with the schools and police department to offer two public safety events. 

6. Gathered food for 12 Thanksgiving baskets that were distributed to local families. 

7. Work begun on tying blankets that will then be given to the police department to be carried 

by the police cruisers and given out during times of crisis. 

8. Added Jan Curtis to our staff to provide musical leadership during worship services. 

9. Expanded Kingdom Kids, our Sunday morning education time for children, to two Sundays 

a month. 

10. Blessed by the children as they presented the Christmas message during Sunday worship. 

Our gracious God continues to do good work within our congregation and there is much more to 

be done. May we look forward to 2019 with great anticipation and eagerness to see all that God 

has planned for Our Saviour! 

Pastor Al 



         



6 Kandyce Butts 

13 Norma Stratton 

18 Jason Perkins 

Tamina Klinger 

21 DeWayne Elledge 

Frank Styron 

24 Rose Butts  

25 Melissa Westgate 

 

25 Mike McNamara  

Kim Murphy  

Nick Neujahr  

26 Lori Butts 

Koreen Houser 

Isaac Hubinger 

29 Lynn Pickford 

30 Craig Anderson 
 

 

GOD’S RICHEST BLESSINGS TO ALL!!! 

 
 
 
 
 

Always doing a new thing 
In 2015, scientists discovered more than 18,000 new species — some ancient and extinct, 

others contemporary. They include a cartwheeling spider; fossils of a “feathered dinosaur”; 

a beautiful sea slug that photographs in brilliant blues, reds and golds; a Christmas-colored 

plant that grows in near isolation in Mexico; and a pufferfish whose males make intricate 

seafloor “crop circles” as spawning nests.  

 

Such discoveries — regardless of how old or new the species are — demonstrate the 

ongoing creativity of God, who both does new things and gives people new abilities to 

discover them.  

 

Recently, we began a new church year with Advent. At Christmas, God did a new thing by 

becoming human. Now we launch into a new calendar year, in which scientists will surely 

discover more new creatures. The newness all around us reminds us that God is always 

doing a new thing in our lives, too!  
 
 

 
 



 January  2019  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1  
 

   New Year’s Day 

2  
 

3  
 

  Ladies’ Guild 

  meets at 7:00 PM 
 

 

4  
 

5  
 

6  
 

   The Epiphany of Our Lord 
 

     9:00 AM Bible Study 
   10:15 AM Worship Service 
    

    Church Council meets  
 

    

7  
 

8  
 

9  
 

10  
 

11  
 

12  
 

13  
    The Baptism of Our Lord 
 

     9:00 AM Bible Study 
     9:00 AM Kingdom Kids 
   10:15 AM Holy Communion 
   

   Family Education Night 
   5:00 PM at the parsonage 

14  
 
     MOPS at 1:00 PM 

 
 

15  
 

16  
 

17  
 

18  
 

19  
 

20  
    2nd Sunday after the Epiphany 
 

     9:00 AM Bible Study 
   10:15 AM Worship Service 
   Potluck following service 
 

   Voters’ Meeting after service 
  

    Newsletter deadline  
 

21  
 

22  
 

23  
 

24  
 

25  
 

26  
 

27  
  

 3rd Sunday after the Epiphany 
 

     9:00 AM Bible Study 
     9:00 AM Kingdom Kids 
   10:15 AM Holy Communion 
 

    Special One Offering 
 

28  
 
     MOPS at 1:00 PM 

 
 

29  
 

30  
 

31  
 

 

 


