
OUR SAVIOUR LUTHERAN CHURCH 

NEWSLETTER 

February 2019 

 

 

Church Council 
Church Council meets Sunday, February 3rd, 

following service.    Installation of Officers  will 

be February 3rd during service. 
 

 

Ladies’ Guild 
Ladies’ Guild will meet Thursday, February 7th,  

at 7:00 PM.    Please join us.   

 

 

Updating Directory 
The church office is  updating the church 

directory.   Please give JoAnn Clark any changes 

you have (names, addresses, phone numbers, e-

mail).  Thank you. 

 

 

Three in One 
Everyday objects can serve as simple lessons 

about biblical truth. To illustrate the profound 

concept of the Trinity, for example, some 

teachers use an apple, an egg or a three-leaf 

clover. During winter, you can point to a kid-

friendly snowman to describe how God is Three 

in One.  
 

The ball of snow on the base represents God the 

Father, our Creator and strong foundation. The 

middle ball, with stick arms reaching to the side, 

reminds us of Jesus, who died on the cross. And 

the snowman’s head stands for the Holy Spirit, 

our ever-present Counselor who helps us and 

speaks God’s truth to us. 

Affectionately yours 
St. Valentine, a Roman priest, was martyred in 

270 A.D. for loving Jesus. Some sources say he 

performed weddings after the emperor banned 

them; others say he rescued Christians from 

Roman prisons. Two centuries later, the pope 

declared February 14 St. Valentine’s Day.  

 

According to legend, the priest signed his letters 

“Your Valentine.” Later, Christians followed 

suit to honor him. By the mid-1700s, friends and 

sweethearts exchanged heart-shaped trinkets or 

sent handwritten notes of affection on February 

14. 

 

 

Loved and known 
“Jesus knows me, this I love,” read the church 

sign. That twist on the classic children’s song 

emphasizes the importance of being both loved 

and known. “It’s not one or the other; it’s hard 

truth and ridiculous grace,” sings contemporary 

Christian artist Tauren Wells in “Known.”  
 

Timothy Keller, in The Meaning of 

Marriage, describes the duality this way: “To be 

loved but not known is comforting but 

superficial. To be known and not loved is our 

greatest fear. But to be fully known and truly 

loved is, well, a lot like being loved by God. It is 

what we need more than anything. It liberates us 

from pretense, humbles us out of our self-

righteousness, and fortifies us for any difficulty 

life can throw at us.” 

 

Pastor Al Muck 

751 N. Maple Grove Ave. 

Hudson, MI  49247 

517-448-6271 



 
 

 

Gloria Spencer—healing from stroke 

John Boehk—recovery from  surgery 

Pastor Gatz—recovery from broken hip 

Janice Curtis—treatments for her face 

Donna Klinger—healing from back surgery 

Mike Sanborn—brain injury 

Helen Meyer—diabetic control & health issues  

Slim Shaffer—continued healing cellulitis, 

amputated half of foot 

Eve Root—healthy pregnancy  

 

 

 

Grayson Rupley—sensory disorder 

Margaret Runnells—broken leg complications 

and cancer  

Allison Stickel—health & anxiety issues 

Jim—dementia  

Diane Jackson—blood clots  

Pat Waldfogel—knee problems 

Kathy Swanson—tests for cancer 

Zac Nelson—mental health 

Our Saviour Lutheran  

Missionaries  

 
 

Neighborly love 
As an ordained minister, Fred Rogers harnessed the power of television to tell children they were loved 

— and to show them how to love others. In You Are Special, he writes, “When we love a person, we 

accept him or her exactly as is: the lovely with the unlovely, the strong along with the fearful, the true 

mixed in with the façade, and of course, the only way we can do it is by accepting ourselves that way.”  

 

In a review of the touching documentary Won’t You Be My Neighbor? a writer for Variety notes: 

“Rogers’ real secret was … that the call to love your neighbor as yourself isn’t a slogan to hang in your 

kitchen with flowers around it — it’s a decision you make at every moment, to view every man, woman 

and child on earth as your neighbor. If you don’t see and feel that, and act on it, then you’re just another 

narcissist with a kitchen slogan.”  

 

Last October, when a synagogue shooting shattered the peace of Rogers’ real-life former neighborhood, 

residents of all religions embraced one another as neighbors. Afterward, the Fred Rogers Center stated, 

“We long for a day when there is no more tragedy born from hatred.” 

 

 

I surrender! 
Everybody eventually surrenders to something or someone. If not to God, you will surrender to the 

opinions or expectations of others, to money, to resentment, to fear or to your own pride, lusts or ego. 

You were designed to worship God — and if you fail to worship him, you will create other things 

(idols) to give your life to.  

 

You are free to choose what you surrender to, but you are not free from the consequences of that 

choice. E. Stanley Jones said, “If you don’t surrender to Christ, you surrender to chaos.”  

—Rick Warren, The Purpose-Driven Life 



 
For those who frequently visit Facebook and, in particular, our church’s page, you would recently have seen a 

graphic entitled. “How do people start attending church?”. Research conducted by ChurchGrowth.com revealed 

the answer:   86% - A Friend invited me 

                                      6% - Organized visitation 

                                      6% - Invited by the Pastor 

                                      2% - Advertising 

What can be determined by these statistics is that the relationships you have with other people are the most 

effective tool for bringing other people to Christ. If we were to examine, more closely, the life and ministry of 

Jesus, we would clearly find that his effectiveness with reaching people was through entering their world, caring 

for them and then sharing the hope that could be found in following Him. 

The statistics by Church Growth indicate that nothing has changed. People respond to the message of Jesus when 

we enter into their lives. “Relationships is the number one factor for someone accepting an invitation to visit a 

church—not the music style. When you invite someone to church with whom you have a relationship, they often 

will accept the invitation. When church members invite others to church, it creates a culture of inviting and builds 

momentum in the church.” (Quotes from Thom Rainer) 

Knowing the most effective means to reach the pre-Christian is by personal invitation, what keeps us from doing 

so? I regularly receive emails from Thom Rainer who has devoted much of his work to the revitalization of 

churches. Across the country, church attendance is on the decline and congregation after congregation is 

struggling with keeping their doors open. Thom Rainer suggests there are 10 reasons why we are reluctant to 

invite a friend to join us in worship: 

1. “I just don’t think about it.” 

2. “I’m afraid I’ll be rejected.” 

3. “The music isn’t that good.” 

4. “The preaching isn’t strong.” 

5. “We’ve got too many church problems right now.” 

6. “Our church is already too crowded.” 

7. “Nobody ever challenged me to invite anyone.” 

8. “I don’t know how to start the conversation.” 

9. “It’s the Spirit’s job—not mine—to bring people to church.” 

10. “It’s too far for people to come.” 

Which of these reasons can you identify with? Let me take a moment to focus on #7, “Nobody ever challenged 

me to invite anyone.” Consider yourself challenged! My challenge to each member is that during 2019, you invite 

3 families or individuals, who do not currently have a church home to attend worship WITH YOU! This means 

picking them up or arranging a time to meet you at church. What impact could this have on Our Saviour?  Let’s 

do the math, using an average worship attendance of 25 people. If every member invited three families or 

individuals to join them in worship, that would result in 75 individuals or families (75 – 200 people, ln average), 

visiting Our Saviour for the first time. Of those 75-200 people, if by the work and power of the Holy Spirit, 10% 

were led to become a part of our fellowship, our average worship attendance would rise to 32-55 in just one year! 

Those who love math, repeat this same formula for the next three years and you might be surprised at the results. 

Jesus has given us the command to go and make disciples, to join Him on His mission to seek and save the lost. 

Whatever is holding you back from inviting a pre-Christian, you can move forward in confidence that Jesus is 

already working in the heart of the individual. He is doing the hard work and is only asking you to close the deal. 

Pray that God would open your eyes to those who are ready to be asked and to respond to your invitation to sit 

alongside you in worship this year. 

Pastor Al 



OUR SAVIOUR 

Ladies' Meeting - January 3, 2019 

 

 

Attending: Dody, Sharon, Mary , Linda R., Janice 

 

 

Sharon called the meeting to order. 

 

No Secretary's Report: December meeting was enjoyed with a Christmas potluck, with caroling and our 

gift exchange. 

 

Treasurer's Report: Dody gave the report, motion to accept, motion carried. 

 

 

Devotions given by Linda, Psalms 77:11 

 

 

Hostess for Feb. - Linda  Devotions - Dody 

Hostess for March – Dody  Devotions – Mary 

Hostess for April – Sharon 

 

 

Old Business: Compassion Child was discussed and tabled till next month. 

 

LWML Spring Board Meeting: March 9. Linda and Sharon will decide on the breakfast and noon 

menus. 

 

 

New Business: Discussion on having something for the 5th weekend in Feb. 

 

January 10th at 11am will be the day to take down the Christmas decorations. After that, we will be 

working on putting blankets together. 

 

 

Motion to Adjourn by Janice and second by Dody, Adjourned. 

 

Secretary, 

Janice B. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 1   Cathy Henning 

      Sydney Shaffer 

 6   Broc Nichelson 

 7   Larry Wollett 

 9   Theron Hines 

10  Zachary Rieger 

11  Allison Grimm 

13  Cole Styron 

14  Becky Sullivan 

17  Mollie Houser 

18  Michael Ball 

Noah Gutierrez 

23  Steve Rieger 

Roger Sholl 

25 Wyatt Gutierrez 

26  Helen Meyer 

27  Fred Messersmith 

Reagan Wonderly 

29  Emmalyn Rupley

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

     14  David & Tracy Padden 

27  John & Mary Boehk 

 

GOD’S RICHEST BLESSINGS TO ALL  
 

Have a heart 
Valentines of every size and description adorn store windows and other places of business this 

time of year. The holiday has become a time for love to be enthroned as a virtue, with the heart 

symbolizing the romance of our lives.  
 

But the heart symbolizes not only love, but life itself! Without a heart, our bodies cannot 

survive.  
 

Consider God’s words to Samuel: “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his 

stature, because I have rejected him; for the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the 

outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart” (1 Samuel 16:7, NRSV).  
 

The heart — that inner countenance — shows what we really are. Samuel was to seek one of 

the sons of Jesse to be the new king. David, even though he was the weakest physical specimen, 

was the one selected. His heart was great.  
 

Love looks deeper than outward appearances, and we can thank God for that. Don’t be swayed 

by mere valentines — have a heart!  

 

   



 February  2019  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1  
 

2  
 

3  
 

   4th Sunday after the Epiphany  
 

     9:00 AM Bible Study 
   10:15 AM Worship Service 
    

   Installation of Officers  
 

   Church Council meets  
 

4  
 

5  
 

6  
 

7  
 

  Ladies’ Guild 

  meets at 7:00 PM 

 
 

8  
 

9  
 

10  
    

    5th Sunday after the Epiphany  
 

     9:00 AM Bible Study 
     9:00 AM Kingdom Kids 
   10:15 AM Holy Communion 
   
 

11  
 
     MOPS at 1:00 PM 

 
 

12  
 

13  
 

14  
 

15  
 

16  
 

17  
 

    6th Sunday after the Epiphany 
 

     9:00 AM Bible Study 

   10:15 AM Worship Service 
 

    Newsletter deadline  
 

18  
 

19  
 

20  
 

21  
 

22  
 

23  
 

24  
 

   7th Sunday after the Epiphany 
 

     9:00 AM Bible Study 
     9:00 AM Kingdom Kids 
   10:15 AM Holy Communion 
 

    Special One Offering 
 

25  
 
     MOPS at 1:00 PM 

 
 

26  
 

27  
 

28  
 

 

 


